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1 . DURING A CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBOFF FEBRUARY 4, THE ITALIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO TIRANA DESCRIBED THE SITUATION IN ALBANIA AS GETTING 
WORSE AND WORSE AND STATED THAT THE COUNTRY HAS THE SEMBLANCE OF A 
CONCENTRATION CAMP. ACCORDING TO HIM, THE ATMOSPHERE HAS BEEN SO 
POISONED BY THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE BUREAUCRATS THAT IT IS 
EXCEEDINGLY DANGEROUS FOR AN ALBANIAN CITIZEN EVEN TO EXCHANGE 
GREETINGS OF THE DAY WITH A FOREIGNER. 

2. AS A RESULT OF THE PURGES. THE AMBASSADOR REPORTED THAT THE 
RULING ELITE HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCED IN NUMBER AND IS 
OBLIGED TO RESORT TO FEAR TACTICS TO PRESERVE ITS POSITION. 

AT THE SAME TIME, PARTY SECRETARY ENVER HOXHA IS IN FAILING 
HEALTH, AND THE AMBASSADOR DOUBTS THAT HE WILL BE ON THE SCENE 
MUCH LONGER. (THE AMBASSADOR REPORTED SEEING WITHIN THE PAST 
YEAR OR SO A MEDICAL DOSSIER ON HOXHA PREPARED BY A TEAM OF 
FRENCH DOCTORS WHO HAD EXAMINED HIM IN TIRANA. ACCORDING TO THE 
REPORT, HOXHA IS SUFFERING FROM ADVANCED DIABETES AND A DEBILI 
TATING CIRCULATORY PROBLEM.) THE AMBASSADOR REPORTS THAT PRIME 
MINISTER SHEHU IS ALSO NOT IN THE BEST OF HEALTH, BUT HE STATED 
THAT HIS SITUATION IS NOT AS SERIOUS AS THAT OF HOXHA. A THIRD 
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MEMBER OF THE LEADERSHIP WHO IS ILL, ACCORDING TO THE AMBASSADOR, 
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IS PARTY IDEOLOGUE KAPO. THE AMBASSADOR REPORTED THAT KAPO HAS 
TRAVELED TO FRANCE FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR REPORTS THAT A STATE OF PARANOIA EXISTS IN 
ALBANIA TODAY. BOMB SHELTERS AND BUNKERS ARE BEING ERECTED 
ALONG THE ADRIATIC COAST ALONG THE BORDER WITH YUGOSLAVIA, AS 
WELL AS ALONG MAJOR HIGHWAYS AND IN URBAN AREAS. FOREIGN 
AMBASSADORS. INCLUDING THE ITALIAN, WERE ASKED TO ERECT BOMB 
SHELTERS IN THEIR EMBASSY COMPOUNDS. (THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 
REFUSED.) PERHAPS REFLECTING THIS MILITARY CONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITY, THE ALBANIANS HAVE CEASED, ACCORDING TO THE 
AMBASSADOR, EXPORTING CEMENT TO POLAND AND INSTEAD ARE 
IMPORTING IT FROM ABROAD. ANOTHER POSSIBLE SIGN OF THE 
ALBANIAN FEAR OF OUTSIDE AGGRESSION IS THE FACT THAT DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER NUSHI ASKED THE AMBASSADOR IN DECEMBER 
WHETHER NATO WOULD INTERVENE IF YUGOSLAVIA WERE INVADED BY 
WARSAW PACT FORCES. (A WEEK LATER THE YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR 

ASKED THE AMBASSADOR WHETHER NATO WOULD INTERVENE IF ALBANIA WERE 
ATTACKED*) 

4. CONCERNING THE NEWCOMERS IN THE BUREAUCRACY, THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID THAT THEY ALL SEEM TO COME FROM THE PARTY APPARATUS, AND HE 
ASSUMES THAT THEY HAVE BEEN SELECTED BECAUSE OF THEIR FIDELITY 
TO THE HOXHA-SHEHU CLIQUE. HE SINGLED OUT PALI MISKA AND LLAMBI 
GEGPRIFTI AS POSSIBLE "COMERS" IN THE NEW GROUP, ALL OF WHOM 

ARE IN THEIR LATE FORTIES OR EARLY FIFTIES. 

5. THE AMBASSADOR DESCRIBED YUGOSLAV-ALBANIAN RELATIONS AS 
DETERIORATING. HE WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING AN EXPLANATION 
FOR THIS DEVELOPMENT DURING HIS RECENT CONVERSATION WITH 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER NUSHI. 

6. THE AMBASSADOR SEES NO MAJOR PROBLEMS IN TERMS OF CHINESE- 
ALBANIAN RELATIONS. HE ASSUMES THAT THE ALBANIANS ASK FOR MORE 
FROM THE CHINESE THAN THEY RECEIVE IN TERMS OF MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR, THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR IMPLIED THIS IS TRUE WHEN 
HE STATED THAT HIS COUNTRY ASSISTS ALBANIA TO THE EXTENT IT 

CAN BUT IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT CHINA HAS WORLDWIDE 
COMMITMENTS IT MUST FULFILL AND THAT IT IS A DEVELOPING 
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COUNTRY ITSELF. 

7. FINALLY, AS ANOTHER SIGN OF THEIR INCREASINGLY ISOLATIONIST 
STANCE, THE AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT THE ALBANIANS HAVE REFUSED TO 
RENEW THEIR FIVE-YEAR ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS WITH 
POLAND, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, EAST GERMANY AND BULGARIA. HE OBSERVED 
THAT AN ALBANIAN ECONOMIC DELEGATION HAS JUST COMPLETED 
TALKS IN ROME, BUT THAT THE ALBANIAN SIDE HAS EXHIBITED NO 
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INTEREST IN ENTERING INTO SERIOUS TALKS ON THE EXPANSION OF TRADE. 
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